












































































ALLOWING
BARS IN THE DOWNTOWN HISTORIC 

OVERLAY AREA 

AND

SIMPLIFYING
THE PERMITTING FOR OUTDOOR DINING 

ALONG SIDEWALKS



Sec 23-342

Bars permitted in 

Downtown Historic 

Overlay

**UPDATED SINCE 

MAY MEETINGS**

“Bar” added to 

definitions: 

Bar means any 

establishment with a 

principal or predominant 

use of selling, providing or 

allowing the consumption 

of alcoholic beverages on 

the premises.

c. Bars, including wine and beer bars: The sale or service of alcoholic

beverages for consumption on premises is permitted as described

below:

1. A legally established “bar” that meets the definitions in this chapter

and in chapter 5, Alcoholic Beverages may be permitted in the

Downtown Historic Overlay. Up to 3 establishments may be

permitted at one time, as tracked by the City by business tax

receipt; additional establishments may be permitted by Special

Exception.

2. The sale or service of wine and beer for consumption on premises

at a legally established “wine and beer bar” that meets the

definitions in this chapter and in chapter 5, Alcoholic Beverages,

shall be permitted in the Downtown Historic Overlay. A wine

and beer bar may be permitted in the D-MU outside of the

Downtown Historic Overlay by Special Exception.

3. Outdoor service areas are permitted for bars / wine and beer

bars. The business floor area of the bar / wine and beer bar shall be

not less than one thousand (1,000) square feet in size and not more

than five thousand five hundred (5,500) square feet in size.

Updates to Sec. 23-342 Alcoholic beverage sal.es and service: 



Sec 23-353

Administrative approval 

for outdoor seating in 

the Downtown Historic 

Overlay

The addition of an outdoor seating area (see definition) to an establishment

is considered an expansion of the use and must comply with the applicable

district regulations and a site plan for the expansion must be approved

pursuant to section 23-222. The following regulations shall apply:

a. The number of outdoor seats and tables shall be limited to that number

which can be reasonably accommodated in the proposed outdoor

seating area. Clear pedestrian access a minimum of thirty-six (36)

inches in width shall be maintained at all times, and no seating or tables

shall interfere with ingress/egress of buildings or create an unsafe

situation for pedestrians.

b. Outdoor seating on public sidewalks—Additional requirements:

1. Approval for outdoor seating on public sidewalks may be granted

by the Administrative Official in the Downtown Historic Overlay

only. Approval by the city commission upon recommendation of the

planning board is required for outdoor seating on public sidewalks

in all other areas. (See also regulations on service of alcoholic

beverages in outdoor seating areas on public sidewalks in section 23-

342 and in chapter 5.)

Updates to Sec. 23-353 Outdoor Seating Area: 



F E E D B A C K  T O  D A T E  O N  D R A F T  S T A N D A R D S
( C O M M U N I T Y  M E E T I N G  – M A Y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 2 )

• Allow bars, but limit the number (addressed by changes to Sec 23-342)

• Excited about bringing more residential units to downtown

• A centrally-located public bathroom is needed to encourage families 

• Questions about parking: will parking be free / where can garages be 

built / what about accessibility for the elderly (a parking strategy can be 

led by City & Main Street)

• Attracting residents and investors requires good standards to ensure 

good design, to give peace of mind to investors

• How are existing buildings that do not meet the standards treated? 

(grandfathered in, existing 50% threshold for improvements applies)

• Can the code apply to a larger area?



F E E D B A C K  T O  D A T E  O N  D R A F T  S T A N D A R D S
( P L A N N I N G  B O A R D – J U L Y  2 6 ,  2 0 2 2 )

• Questions about bars and restaurants: 

• If a restaurant wants to serve alcohol, does that count as one of the 

3 bars proposed to be permitted by this code update?

• Will existing businesses have priority; will there be a waiting list?

• What about proximity to a church or school?



THANK YOU!

For more information contact:

Mark J. Bennett, AICP, FRA-RP
Development Services Director 

mbennett@lakewalesfl.gov



MAKING IT OFFICIAL
REGULATORY CHANGES TO HELP IMPLEMENT LAKE WALES CONNECTED

CREATING
A new downtown mixed-use district, where 

new design standards apply, including:

• Building Form standards,

• Architectural standards

• Reformed Parking requirements

PERMITTING
New uses including live/work units and other 

residential types

ALLOWING
Bars in the downtown historic overlay

SIMPLIFYING
The permitting for outdoor dining along 

sidewalks


